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June  1953* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  Marlow  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  as 
your  Council’s  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

This  year,  the  Report  follows  a  new  form  which  I  trust 
will  meet  with  your  approval*  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  has  submitted  a  separate  account  of  his  work  for  the 
year  1952  and  I  am  very  glad  to  incorporate  his  report  in  my 
own*  As  you  will  see,  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  dene  in  your  Public  Health  Department  which  never  "hits 
the  headlines,"  but  which,  nevertheless,  is  vital  to  the 
public  interest  in  the  important  aspects  of  its  health  and 
well  being* 

In  the  Vital  Statistics  now  presented  to  you,  the  most 
disturbing  feature  might  appear  to  be  the  rise  in  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  which,  at  45»9  per  1,000  related 
births,  compares  unfavourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales 
at  27a  6* 
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When  judging  this  figure*  however*  two  factors  must  he 
borne  in  mind*  Firstly*  the  total  of  both  aggregates  is 
small,  io6o  109  births  and  5  deaths®  A  small  difference 
in  either  number  would  shew  as  a  considerable  variation  in 
percentage®  Secondly*  the  analysis  of  the  deaths*  makes  it 
clear  that  two  were  due  to  injuries  or  malformations  at 
birth,  and  one  to  a  rare  and  mortal  blood  disease  with  which 
the  child  was  born®  The  fourth  was  due  to  the  gross  prema¬ 
turity  of  the  infant  at  birth*  and  the  fifth  to  broncho 
pneumonia®  Marlow  has  been  unfortunate  in  having  experienced 
such  a  stroke  of  unexpected  tragedies  and  the  rise  in 
mortality  must  be  viewed  as  exceptional® 

The  birth  rate  has  risen  this  year  and  exceeds  that  of 
the  country  as  a  wholes  at  the  same  time  the  death  rate  has 

i 

fallen  and  the  mortality  due  to  tuberculosis  has  been  nil* 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  such  figures  is  that  Marlow 
has  continued  its  reputation  of  being  a  healthy  place  to 
live  in  and  this  reputation  should  now  be  enhanced  by  your 
continued  building  programme  and  by  the  demolition  of 
property  which  strikes  at  the  standards  you  have  set  for 
the  housing  of  your  increasing  population® 
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For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  has  been  a  fall  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer,  although  half  the  total  is  now 
borne  by  lung  cancer®  This  trend  in  increased  mortality  is  in 
keeping  with  the  country® s  statistics  as  a  whole*  and  contri¬ 
buted  one  of  the  most  puzzling  and  alarming  problems  in  medicine 
today® 

In  the  accompanying  "Table  of  Deaths"  the  high  percentage 
of  deaths  due  to  heart  disease  or  the  circulatory  system  in 
general,  again  underlines  for  us  the  increasing  number  of 
elderly  people  making  up  our  population®  I  have  in  previous 
.Reports  discussed  the  problems  underlying  this  statistical 
fact  and  they  seem  to  widen  in  variety  each  year® 

Once  again  no  woman  has  lost  her  life  in  childbirth® 

Year  after  year,  I  record  this  fact,  but  it  behoves  us  never 
to  forget  the  care  and  skill  which  makes  this  possible®  Of 
all  the  tragedies  which  can  befall  a  home,  this  is  the  worst® 

As  a  community  we  owe  a  tremendous  debt  to  the  staffs  of 
those  services  provided  for  the  purposes  of  ensuring  safe 
childbirth,  and  I  take  a  particular  pleasure  in  acknowledging 
our  gratitude  to  the  district  midwives,  whose  vital  work 
contributes  so  much  to  the  life  of  the  community® 
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In  1952,  relatively  few  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  -  36  compared  with  132  in  1931 o  Whooping  Gough  dis¬ 
placed  measles  as  the  primary  disease*,  but  the  cases  in  general 
were  miide  No  doubt  the  mildness  of  the  disease  was  due  in 
part  at  least  to  the  preventive  anti-whooping  cough  immunisation 
which  is  now  being  carried  out  in  your  Welfare  Centre  and  by 
local  doctorso  I  would  again  give  the  warning  that  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  diphtheria  and  the  amelioration  at  least  of 
whooping  coughs  depend  upon  establishing  a  permanent  barrier 
of  immunised  persons  in  the  communitjo  Unless  the  immunisation 
state  is  kept  at  a  high  level  the  dangers  of  diphtheria  in 
particular  will  once  more  be  a  very  real  menace© 

Finally,  I  wish  to  thank  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
Assistant  for  the  help  and  co-operation  given  during  the  past 
year!  and  your  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  sustained 
interest  and  support© 

I  am,  Gentlemen*, 

Your  obedient  Servant*, 

M,  BUMMER* 
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EXTRACT  PROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1952. 


BIRTHS. 


Male. 

Female » 

Total 

l.ve  Births 

Legitimate 

55 

50 

105 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

4 

56 

53 

109 

till  Births 

Legitimate 
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Illegitimate 
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0 

1 

(mparability  Factor  -  Birth  Rate. .................... .. 

'rth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Population........ 

rth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales............. 

ill  Birth  Rate  of  the  Estimated  Population 
ill  Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales 
justed  local  Birth  Rate 


oooooooooooooooooooooooo 

OOOOOOOQOOO© 
OOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

^COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO*  o  oooooooooo 


O  © 


o  o 


.  0.99 

.  16.7 
.  15.3 
.  09 
.  0.35 
.16.53 


n=D 


6  - 

DEATHS. 


Number  of  Deaths  -  Males  -  37 

Females  -  29 

66 
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Death  Rat©  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Population 
Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales. 

Comparability* Factor 
Adjusted  Local  Death  Rate 
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The  distribution  related  to  the  organs  affected  was  as 
follows  s- 
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TABLE  OP  DEATHS. 
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DISEASEo 

MALES © 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL 

1 o 

Tuberculosis  *  respiratory «>  © © © «  © 

0  0 

QS3 

- 

CSO 

2. 

Tuberculosis  ,  other  © . © ©  o  0  ©  ©  © © ©  © 

0  0 

OB 

ao 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease0 o o o o o o a o o o o o 

0  0 

UP 

CO 

CO 

4. 

i)  i  P  il  t  h  e  r  a  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

0  0 

COB 

— 

5. 

Afl  i o op m g  0 0 u gh 00000000000000000 

©  © 

CJD 

— 

CD 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection©  000000 

0  0 

- 

aa» 

au 

7  o 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 0 00000000000 

0  0 

COD 

CO 

8. 

M  e  a  s  I e 0  0  0  ©  ©  ©  0  0  ©  ©  0  0  ©  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  ©  0 

0  0 

cx> 

cx> 

(30 

9. 

Other  infectious  diseases „ ©©©© © 

0  0 

CSU 

CCD 

CD 

10. 

Cancer ,  stomach©  ©  ©  *  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

0  0 

1 

0 

3 

11 . 

0  d  ti  0  e  r  p  lungs©  ©  ©  0  ©  0  ©  ©  0  0  ©  ©  ©  0  o©  ©0 

0  0 

5 

cro 

5 

12. 

Cancer^  breast ©©©©©©©©©©© ©o©©© © 

0  0 

GBK> 

GO 

- 

13. 

0 a neer  *  Xjtex~uSooo©ooooooo©ooooo 

0  0 

racj 

cso 

14° 

Other  cancers©  ©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©o© 

0  0 

1 

1 

2 

15. 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

0  0 

CO 

03 

16. 

1/ iabetes«>  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  0  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  0 

©  0 

OSD 

arm 

cro 

17. 

Vascular  lesions 9  nervous  system. 

12 

10 

22 

18. 

Coronary  disease ,  angina©©©©©©© 

0  0 

4 

2 

6 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0  0 

1 

ca 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease* ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

0  0 

7 

11 

* 

°r" 

C\J 

Other  circulatory  disease© ©©©© © 

0  0 

2 

2 

u 

22. 

Influenza.  0  0  0  0  <>  ©  0  0  0  0  ©  0  0  ©  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

c  0 

css 

CO 

03 

• 

ro 

C\J 

P  n e umo n la  ©  0  0  ©  ©  0  ©  ©  ©  © oooo©o©ooooo 

0  0 

1 

CO 

1 

2iv. 

S  r  0  n  0  h  ll)lSoooooooo«>©©oooooooooo 

0  0 

1 

‘CD 

1 

25. 

Other  respiratory  diseases© ©©© © 

0  0 

arts 

CO 

CO 

26. 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer©©©©© 

0  0 

- 

COD 

— 

27. 

Gastritis*  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  ©  © 

0  0 

can 

aa 

ao 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis© ©©©©©© © 

0  0 

as 

1 

1 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS .  (contd) 
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31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


oooooooooo© 


DISEASE. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth*  abortion® •• 

Congenital  malformationSo  •  <, . .  .  <>  .  .  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseaseso  <>  .  0 

Motor  Tehiele  accidents0  •  <>  ©  •  0  <>  o . . » 


Other  accidents 
Suicide. 
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Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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MALES.  FEMALES.  TOTAL. 


3 


5 
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All  Causes 
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37 


29 


66 


MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

(a)  Prom,  puerperal  sepsis  ••  *  . ®  o  <>  .  0 

(b)  Prom  other  maternal  causes. . .  0 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Five  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year.  This  represents 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  l+5o9  per  1^000  related  births*  com¬ 
pared  with  a  rate  of  2?o6  in  England  and  Wales® 


«=>  (HI 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1952. 


No  Deaths  from  any  type  of  Tuberculosis  were  recorded. 
The  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  =  0.24. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) ,  1952 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA, 

moxfcia nar-rtcjr  ■■■-—  ■—  mr-n  n i  Munr»Miri  u—rt..u)Bi  ■r»T-iiiuim.uonaw-wrT>»inwTV»«i<.rk>»  ei. y  P-oc ij-nrjwr; 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  (and*  where  desirable* 
whooping-cough)  continues  to  be  carried  out  in  schools  and  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre*  in  your  District*  by  arrangements  made 
with  the  Bucks  County  Councilo  It  is  also  optional  for  all 
persons  to  choose  to  have  this  service  performed  by  their 
elected  doctor  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  (1946)® 
Completed  record  cards  are  now  required  to  be  returned  to  the 
County  Health  Department  by  all  services  ®  Completed  courses 
of  immunisation  (including  AoP„T  and  combined  diphtheria- 
pertussis  vaccine)  amounted  to  89  for  the  year  1952®  This 
figure  is  based  on  the  returns  received  in  the  County  Health 
Department  during  the  year® 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES . 

The  Ambulance  arrangements  for  your  District*  made  under 
proposals  submitted  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with 
Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  (1946)  and 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  are  continuing  to  give 
sa t isfac tory  service © 

An  Ambulance  is  supplied  by  the  Wycombe  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board  for  service  in  the  Borough  of  High  Wycombe*  and 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Beaconsfield  and  Marlow  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Wycombe®  The  facilities  are  adequate  for  the  areas 
served® 


HOSPITALS o 

The  available  Hospitals  in  the  District  are  the  Metropo¬ 
litan  Hospitals*  The  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital*  Reading*  and 
the  King  Edward  VII  Hospital*  Windsor®  In  addition*  there  is 
the  Marlow  Cottage  Hospital® 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  *  1948® 
Section  47  -  No  formal  action® 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

f^r-^-^nr  ■!mw^»,r^rJrwi»~-^-rm<..-r  .r»T-~r~^.-  nM-rnrrtTrn.1-.'. — ,.,,-^rrrn-r-' 

The  laboratory  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory^ 
Walton  Street^,  Oxford,  are  available  for  all  investigations 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Council «,  Arrangements  are  made 
direct  with  the  Laboratory  for  the  transport  of  material* 
Periodic  use  has  also  been  made  of  the  Camberwell  Research 
Laboratories* 


WATER  SUPPLIES* 

•  Water  is  supplied  by  the  deep  wells  of  the  Marlow  Water 
Company  and  it  is  estimated  that  2^000  houses  are  supplied 
direct  from  the  public  mains ,  representing  98*7%  of  the 
inhabited  houses *  The  supply  has  been  adequate  In  quantity 
and  although  samples  have  shewn  an  increase  in  bacterial 
growth  from  time  to  time,  the  deficiency  in  quality  has  been 
largely  met  by  using  alternative  wells  during  potential 
danger  periods  e0g0  summer  and  autumn*  It  is  now  proposed, 
that  with  the  co-operation  of  the  neighbouring  authority,  the 
Council  will  fully  meet  their  responsibility  by  declaring  a 
zone  around  the  boreholes  to  be  prohibited  for  the  land  dis¬ 
posal  of  sewage  and  refuse;  and^  in  addition  by  checking 
periodically  the  efficiency  of  the  cesspits  in  the  near 
vicinity* 

The  following  table  shows  the  quarterly  analyses  *  It 
should  be  noted  that  samples  are  tested  regularly  each  months- 
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These  figures  represent  a  total  carcase  weight  condemned  of  6  tons 
cwto  106  lbs.  and.  weight  of  offal  4  tons  19  cwt„  36  lbs* 
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MEAT  (contd)o 

It  if  difficult  to  compare  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
with  the  figures  from  other  authorities0  There  is  considerable 
variation  in  different  parts  of  the  country  due  to  the  type  of 
farming  and  the  age  and  breed  of  animal  slaughteredo  It  appears* 
however*  from  these  figures  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
the  last  ten  years  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  cattle 
found  during  post  mortem  inspections*  but  it  also  appears  that 
the  general  quality  and  standards  of  grading  are  still  below 
post  and  early  wartime  levelSo 

Of  the  other  diseases  the  most  common  was  the  infection  of 
cattle  livers  by  Fasciola  Hepatica0  Liver  abscess  also  caused 
a  large  number  of  condemnations,.  Other  common  diseases*  in¬ 
cluding  actinomycosis*  pneumonia*  pleurisy*  jaundice  and  parasitic 
infections  were  present  but  did  not  occur  more  than  is  usual* 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT 
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The  police  were  notified  on  two  occasions  of  the  occurrence 
of  suspected  Swine  Fever  in  casualty  pigs0  The  slaughterhouse 
was  closed*  disinf ect ed*  and  the  carcases  and  organs  condemned* 


OTHER  FOODSo 

•  Forty-seven  condemnation  notes  were  issued  for  foodstuffs 
condemned  and  which  mainly  related  to  canned  foods* 


FOOD  POISONINGo 

Two  cases*  a  husband  and  wife*  aged  32  and  28  years 
respectively  were  notified  on  21st  March*  19520  The  diagnosis 
was  made  on  clinical  grounds  only  and  Causal  agents  identified* 
The  follow-up  -  from  the  receipt  of  notification  -  could 
only  be  undertaken  after  recovery  and  no  conclusive  evidence 
was  available* 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR » 


Court  Garden., 
Marlow® 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  Marlow  Urban  District  Council® 


Mr  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

The  work  described  in  this  report  for  1952  has  been 
possible  through  the  efficient  and  intelligent  support  of 
my  staff  who  regard  their  individual  work  as  an  object  to 
the  production  of  efficient  public  administration® 

1  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical  Offficer 
of  Health  for  his  advice  and  support  and  also  the  Clerk  and 
Financial  Officer  for  their  co-operation® 

The  support  of  the  Council  and  the  confidence  they 
have  had  in  my  proposals,  and  including  the  assistance  and 
advice  from  individual  members  has  been  very  valuable  to 
me  and  has  enabled  me  to  progress  as  rapidly  as  possible® 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


To  Ho  Jackson® 
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SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  -  FOOD  PREMISES . 


Type  of  premises. 


Dairies  „ 


ooooooooooooooooooooo  oooo 


Milk  Distributors*, 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Butchers  shops 


ooooooooooooooooooo 


Preserved  food  premises 


oooooooooo 


Bakehouses 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Pood  stores  including* 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ) 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  <00 
Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  ) 


Ice  cream  premises®  <>  0 


OCJOOOQOOOGQQ 


RestaurantSo . <> 


ooooooooooooooooooo 


Slaughterhouse «, 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO© 


Number  in 
Dis trie 


2 

h 


12 

2 


Inspec tionSo 


61 

36 

10 


18 

12 

386 


FACTORIES  ETC 


Factories  (Power) 

"  (Non-Power) „ 


ooooooooooooo®oo 


3 


ooooooooooo 


h 


Shops „ o . « o 


OOOoQOOOOOOO 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 
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Nature  of  visit* 


Drainage 


o 


Water  Supplies » <>  * « * * • 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Tents 9  vans  and  sheds 
Public  Conveniences o o 


o 


© 


Licensed  premises <,  *<> * « 
Rodent  Coot3?oLo9»,o.0 
Atmospheric  Pollution  * 


S  C  h  O  0  1  S3  o  oo  ooo  oo 


©  o  O 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o  o 


o 


© 


Building  Byelaw  Sites 
Verminous  premises»00 


o 


o 


In spec  tions „ 

79 


3 


b 

28 

2 

25 

2 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of 

houses 

inspected* 

Number  of 
visits* 

Public  Health  Act  1936°°°° 

26 

46 

Housing  Act  1936 . . 

2 

12 

19 


SUMMARY  OP  NOTICES  SERVED 


Formal  Not ices 
*  Ac  to 


Complied  Not  com-  In  pro' 
Servedo  withe  plied  with©  gress » 


Public  Health  Act  1936 


Section  93 
Section  277 

Housing  Acts 
Section  11 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


©OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


oooooooooooooooooo000 


Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1 938 s 


Section  13- 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0*’0 


Factories  Act  1937 


Section  7°  *  ooooooooooooooooo  ooo 

Section  3'4,oooooo<>ooooo<>oc>o<>o000 


Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations ©.. 0 


o  ooo 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Acts 


S  e  v  -.«ion  q-oooooooooo 


ooooooooooo 


1 

1 


2 


2 

1 

1 


O  1 


1 

1 


1 


1 


Number  of  Informal  Notices 


Served  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 


o  O 


It 


I! 


Pood  &  Drugs  Act  1938°  «<> 


Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949 


0-3  0  0  0  0 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 

Section  4° • . 


oooooooo 


Served, 


II— I  IW 


25 

20 


o 

4- 


1 


Complied  with 

25 


20 


1 
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SEWERAGE  AND  HOUSE  DRAINAGE* 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE o 

During  the  year  an  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  up  to  date 
administrative  records  and  plans,  together  with  a  register  of  sewer 
connections  from  the  basis  of  those  made  in  1932  when  the  sewerage 
system  and  house  drainage  plans  were  drawn®  Old  building  byelaw 
plane  were  inspected  and  approximately  450  houses  have  been  added 
to  two  1/2500  Ordnance  Maps  and  the  1/500  House  drainage  Plans 
which  has  resulted  in  the  drawing  up  of  15  additional  sheets  of 
house  drainage  plans  covering  the  additional  areas  of  the  Urban 
District  developed  since  that  dat©o 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS » 

Following  several  adverse  results  of  effluent  samples  taken 
by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  during  the  previous  year  and  my 
observations  upon  taking  up  this  appointment  that  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  pumping  equipment  was  overloaded,  new  complete 
records  were  drawn  up  so  that  fluctuations  in  outfall  quantities 
could  be  observed  which  may  have  been  due  to  the  various  causes 
of  rainfall 9  river  levels et©0 

Samples  of  effluent  were  taken  for  analysis  and  observations 
and  inspection  were  made  at  trade  effluent  sources© 

Upon  ihe  basis  of  this  information  the  Council  asked  for  and 
received  a  report  from  their  Consulting  Engineers  upon  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  these  works  and  an  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  a  loan  of  approximately 
£50*000  to  reconstruct,  renew  and  enlarge  certain  parts  of  the 
Disposal  Works  ins taliation0 

Minimum  discharge  for  the  years  I 

4«8o1952  -  1 73s>000  gallons e 

Maximum  discharge  for  the  years 
26o1201952  -  420,600  gallons® 
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SEWERAGE o 


The  report  referred  to  above  was  from  Messrs  A0PoI*  Cotterell 
&  Son,  who  were  also  the  designers  of  the  sewerage  system  and  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works ,  included  details  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
sewers  in  the  Town0  Their  opinion  was  that  these  are  sufficient 
and  will  be  so  for  the  next  30  years  with  normal  development*  It 
was  thought  likely  that  a  great  deal  of  surface  water  and  /  or 
river  flood  water  obtained  access  to  the  sewers 9  and  a  Survey  has 
been  commenced  to  trace  these  possible  defects  but  without  obvious 
results  up  to  dateG  This  work  is  continuing  and  a  system  of 
methodical  and  regular  annual  inspection,  maintenance  and  re¬ 
cording  by  a  sewers  lengthman,  operates  to  all  sewer  lengths  and 
manholes o  Thirty-four  manholes  have  been  traced  which  had  been 
buried  under  road  surfacing  and  undergrowth,  12  of  these  were 
found  by  using  a  mine  detector*  Eighty  manhole  covers  were 
cleared  of  road  surface  dressingo 

Twelve  hundred  yards  of  new  6ft  sewers  have  been  constructed 
and  added  to  the  plans  and  register* 

Owing  to  deficient  disposal  works  it  has  net  been  practi¬ 
cable  to  construct  new  lengths  of  sewer  to  certain  parts  of  the 
Town  not  yet  sewered  and  to  border  properties  in  the  adjoining 
Rural  District,  all  with  cesspit  sewage  disposal*  As  soon  ae  the 
reconstruction  works  to  the  Disposal  Plant  is  commenced  immediate 
consideration  can  be  given  to  these  postponed  and  urgent  pro¬ 
posals* 


MEAT,  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS* 


MINISTRY  OF  POOD  SLAUGHTERHOUSE 0 

Representation  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Pood  suggesting 
that  if  the  present  unsuitable  site  of  the  centralized  slaughter1 
house  in  the  district  was  to  remain  in  operation ,  many  hygienic 
improvements  were  urgent*  The  following  works  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Ministry 


Slaughterhouse  floor  relaid  and  made  impervious* 
Cold  water  supplies  increased* 

Constant  and  sufficient  hot  water  supplied* 
General  cleansing  carried  out* 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  PRACTICE,, 


A  marked  improvement  has  been  noticedin  the  appearance  and 
dressing  of  carcases *  and  extensive  bruising  is  seldom  seen  at 
this  slaughterhouse,,  There  is  a  good  co-operation  between  the 
Ministry  of  Food  staff  and  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  carrying  out 
mea t  insp eo t ion® 


MEAT  INSPECTION, 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  wholly  by  the  District 
Councils  Sanitary  Inspectors  without  the  proportional  assis¬ 
tance  from  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council  which  ceased 
from  July  1951*  This  work  took  400  working  hours  during  the 
year  representing  one-fifth  of  one  man’s  time* 


FOOD  PREMISES. 

;  7i'ra-.si,-s«wcinar«  aicxm—sjaacaga ■■  rrrr.  .i aBai«xaea«~r rna 

All  premises  in  the  district  which  are  used  for  the  pre¬ 
servation*  preparation*  storage  and  sale  of  food  have  been 
inspected*  records  made  and  registers  formed* 

Following  representations*  improvements  to  many  premises 
have  been  made*  including  one  wet  fish  shop  completely  altered 
and  brought  up  to  a  modern  hygienic  standard*  one  wet  fish  shop 
closed  and  one  fried  fish  shop  closed*  Three  premises  have 
installed  new  hot  water  supplies*  One  has  provided  sufficient 
sanitary  accommodation*  One  is  in  progress  of  almost  complete 
renewal  of  premises  to  conform  with  legal  and  hygienic  require¬ 
ments*  Three  others  have  been  completely  cleansed*  In  addition* 
many  minor  Improvements  have  been  made  in  other  premises*  such  as 
the  replacement  of  worn  and  unhygienic  cutting  blocks*  sinks* 
floorings*  floor  drainage*  followed  by  normal  cleansing* 


MILK  SUPPLIES o 

Of  the  four  distributors  in  the  district  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year*  one  distributor  only  sold  bottled  milk  supplied  from 
an  area'  office.  One  other  dealing  in  the  bottling  of  Pasteurised 
and  Graded  Milk  has  a  shared  responsibility  of  control  with  the 
County  Council  and  is  generally  sat isf&etory* 

A  third  distributor*  following  representation*  has  improved 
dairy  hygiene  and  conditions  from  elementary  practice  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard  of  modern  dairy  methods.  The  fourth*  upon 
similar  representation*  was  unable  to  carry  out  any  improvements 
and  was  closed® 


FACTORIES «  WORKPLACES  AND  SHOPS* 

All  power  and  non-power  factories  have  been  inspected  and 
minor  faults  remedied*  In  two  cases  major  structural  alterations 
are  being  carried  out  to  comply  with  requiremen ts0 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  MD J3UILDING  BYELAWS* 

'Eighty-six  plans  deposited  for  approval  under-  the  Council*  s 
Building  Byelaws  were  dealt  with*  the  sites  and  construction  of 
the  properties  inspected*  Sewer  connections  and  drainage  works 
supervised  and  tested*  The  register  of  plans  has  been  brought  up 
to  date  and  all  new  buildings  are  recorded  on  Ordnance  and  House 
Drainage  Maps* 

All  complaints  have  bean  investigated  ana  when  coming  within 
the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act  or  other  Acts  being  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  Local  Authority  have  been  suitably  dealt  with*  The 
Sanitary  Officer *s  record  and  clary  have  been  completed* 


TOWN  AND  C OUITTRY JPLA1IN INGe 


Ninety-six  applications  were  dealt  with  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act  1947*  Maps  and  records  have  been  brought  up 
to  date* 


Approved* 


o 


Conditionally  approved* *  65 


Refused* 


o  o  o  o  o 


Wi thdrawn 000*0*000000 


000 


9 

3 


RODENT  CONTROL* 


kep  t 


From  the  beginning 
and  the  work  of  the 


of  the  year  suitable  records  have  been 
operator  controlled*  His  work  has  been 


keen  and  satisfactory* 


The  annual  10%  test  of  sewers  carried  out  in  conjunction 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  showed  a  negative 
result* 


The  following  table  shows  the  degree  of  infestation  in  the 


area  ®  — 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  19U9 


CD 


CZ3 


°  ^5  = 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 0 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  existing  refuse  collecting 
vehicle  was  insufficient  to  ensure  a  satisfactory  weekly  collection, 
and  was  in  such  condition  to  be  more  often  out  of  commission  than 
in  use*  The  refuse  disposal  tip  was  almost  completed  and  no  alter¬ 
native  had  been  foundo 

Upon  report  of  these  facts $  the  Council  immediately  purchased 
a  larger  and  modern  collecting  vehicle  which  has  proved  sufficient 
for  the  present  needs  of  the  Town  and  coupled  with  a  re-organisation 
of  collection  methods 9  daily  complaints  to  me  regarding  this  public 
service  have  been  reduced  to  occasional  difficulties  caused  through 
sickness  etCo 

A  temporary  means  of  disposal  was  at  the  Wycombe  Borough  tip 
and  this  long  haul  added  to  collection  diff iculties0  A  controlled 
tip  was  commenced  on  spare  land  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works*  The 
land  available  was  not  of  a  normal  formation  to  easily  carry  out 
this  form  of  disposal  and  an  experiment  was  made  by  tipping  on  level 
ground  with  vehicle  consolidation0  This  method  has  proved  success¬ 
ful  and  economical ,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  six  to  ten  years  this 
refuse  will  readily  provide  for  future  tip  covering  and  the  filling 
for  holes  and  low-lying  ground  in  the  district  not  suitable  for  the 
dumping  of  crude  refuse0 

The  following  figures  represent  salvage  collections  and 
receipts  for  the  year  which  follow  a  reduction  in  salvage  collec¬ 
tion  and  in  the  market  prices  of  materials s- 


Paper 

11 

Iron 

2 

Lead 

1 

tons  8  cwto 
tons  8  c w t  ®  3 
cwto  12  lb So 


£91 0I80U0 
qr So  £9.15^00 

£6o20  0 

araaggTTin  ■■ ‘■r’liw 

£1  07o15o4o 


COUNCIL  HOUSESo 


CONSTRUCTION  AND  SITE So 


One  hundred  and  sixty-four  inspections  and  vi 
o  housing  aites*  with  roadSj  sewers  and  houses  in 
ion0 


sits  have  been  made 
course  of  construe- 
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MAINTENANCE  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES , 

A  routine  of  inspections  of  complaints  and  requests  for 
decorating  material  has  been  adopted  with  subsequent  re- 
inspections®  A  five-yearly  cycle  of  external  painting  schemes 
has  been  drawn  up  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  staffo 
This  year’s  work  has  been  completed  at  a  competitive  cost  of 
between  £14  and  £15  per  house® 

Fifteen  changes  of  tenancy  resulted  im  partial  or  complete 
internal  redecoration  and  was  done  by  the  Council9  staffs  re¬ 
ducing  the  average  void  to  nine  days  from  the  previous  delays 
of  advertising  for  tenders  ete®^  from  outside  contractors® 

Certain  major  improvement  to  gardens  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  erection  of  concrete  posts  and  chain  link  fencing 
as  garden  boundaries® 


HIGHWAYS® 

A  Highways  Register  has  been  made  forming  the  basis  for  a 
detailed  inspection  of  carriage-way  and  footpath  surfacing  ete®^ 
so  that  annual  records  can  be  kept  of  works  carried  out  and  a 
list  of  priority  works  produced® 

During  this  preparatory  survey 9  details  have  been  taken  and 
recorded  of  open  spaces  suitable  for  building  plots®  Street 
numbering  has  bean  noted  and  sixteen  streets  have  had  house 
numbers  allotted®  Three  streets  have  been  re-numbered® 

The  lack  of  sufficient  street  name  plates  has  also  been 
noted  and  a  list  of  replacements  and  renewals  made  t©  complete 
the  proper  naming  in  three  years® 

A  report  on  road  safety  was  made  with  particular  reference 
to  advance  directional  signs  on  the  carriage-ways  and  represen¬ 
tation  was  made  to  the  County  Council  to  include  two  extra  "STOP" 
signs  on  County  roads  in  the  Town® 

As  a  result  of  insufficient  funds  for  major  works  of  high¬ 
ways  improvement  and  repairs  *  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  on  three  occasions  for  a  loan'  to  carry  out 
these  works®  These  applications  have  been  refused  and  normal 
maintenance  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  principally  to 
surface  dressings  of  carriage-ways ,  re-surfacing  of  public  foot¬ 
paths  and  renewing  kerbs  and  footpaths  adjacent  to  carriage-  ways® 
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VEHICLE  MAINTENANCE,, 

A  system  of  daily 9  weekly  and  monthly  maintenance  to  vehicles 
has  been  adopted©  Records  of  mileage*  petrol  etc©9  and  repairs 
are  kepto 


DEPOTS  AND  STORES 0 

A  washroom  has  been  made  for  the  men  with  sink  and  hot 
water© 


Two  garages  have  been  commenced  for  refuse  and  highway 
vehicles© 

From  1st  April  stock  records  and  bin  cards  have  been  made 
and  kept  and  the  whole  system  of  incoming  and  outgoing  stores 
reorganised  and  strictly  controlled© 


STREET  LIGHTING© 

A  survey  of  street  lighting  efficiency  has  been  made  and 
authority  has  been  given  by  the  Council  to  install  eight  new 
lighting  points^  and  for  existing  60  W©  lamps  to  be  renewed  with 
100  W  lamps© 


OPEN  SPACES  AND  PLEASURE  GROUNDS  , 

—  :  — -tg-— T— !■  rr  r  •■;»>  niar?  1  ■-■■■irfrr.JTgi  n»u  >  mm'iu-  iiurjinnuiinii'fi  v'jin'ij-i  MiLr«"«ttv  i  mu  'nrirTt-rW  f  .itm-- f-m-t—mr—)  “ 

MEMORIAL  AND  ENCLOSURE  AND  TOWPATH© 

Approximately  350  ft©  of  piling  has  been  carried  out  to 
the  river  hank  at  the  Regatta  Enclosure  forming  a  suitable 
mooring  for  river  crafts  and  which  produced  an  income  of  £100 
during  the  year© 
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ADM IN I STRATI OH o 

Tjuwgr  nr- r-Jiaar .mini ■■m-iaaii  rnwirram  -un  newt"  m  'umwiaccaan^ ,u:xzy 

Most  of  the?  administrative  changes  during  the  year  have  been 
referred  to  in  previous  paragraphs  Briefly  it  has  included*- 

1 e  The  forming  of  most  of  the  records  and  registers 
of  all  premises  required  to  be  so  recorded  by 
Statute  and  the  Sanitary  Officers9  Order  1935® 

2e  The  renewing  and  revision  of  the  few  existing 
but  o$t  of  date  records® 

3o  The  maintenance  and  supervision  of  the  sewerage 

system® 

The  maintenance  and  supervision  of  Council  Houses® 

5«  Stores 9  costings  vehicles  and  staff  records® 

6*  Highways  and  public  footpath  records 0 

7o  An  individual  properties  file  has  been  made9 
together  with  original  plans P  including  the 
Ccuncilfs  own  houses® 


